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UF()-�laims spaceduout? 
. ' . �. . . ' 

tONDON - (AP) - UFO buffs resort lo 
hoaxes, framl and advertising tricks to wiu 
respectability for their lielid in unidentifkd 
flying objects, an American space specialist 
says in a prize�winning essay published here. 

study of reports of unidentified flying objects -
....... suffers (rom u�m extremely cavalier atti· 
tude toward ·rc-rification of data.', 

UFOLOGISTS resort to "all the raditional I' 
tricks of the M<!dison AvE:nue advertising 
executive's trcde" such as cl;;ims that "the I universe is so large that other ch·ilizations 
must exist out thc:re,', and .. most Americans j 

The techniques of "Illogical persuasion'' 
are regrettable because a more sdenti lie 
approa.ci1 twght reveal th<tl tLHe rea ily &re 
alien visitors to Earth. write. Jc.HY!PS Oben;. 
34, -an engineer at NASA's Misc;icn Control 
Center in Houston • . 

Oberg's attack on the unscientific ap· 
. proach to UFOs won him a $�,200 prize in an 
essay contes_t held by the weekly British 
journal New Scientist. 

uow believe in UFOs." · · 
But, Oberg says, not one UFO report I 

provides conclusive evidence of space visi­
tors, despite the many unexplained sightiugs. 1 

Apart from his job with the National 
Aeronautics and Space Administration, 
Oberg is a writer on space science and a 
member of the Committee for the Scientific ,. 
Investigation o! Claims of the Pru-anormal. 

His article, which appears in this \\'P.ek'5 
edition of the journal, says .. ufo\ogy"- the 

·;OJ �t.1 �el �� tlliG�h �i:i��? tJ L/A'' .. · 1f 1 
While daiming that · ·___,�=Jj, j l 

1� .. c . 'l - �  

UFO buffs rosort to 

. =-:-:�\ -�·-· · . ; � hoa..xesandfraudstowln �xn�.._,:/}�P �-��� 
respectabiHty for their he.. _ Uefs, an American space . .  - .. specialist who works at · .' · · ; .. 
NASA savs he thinks a 5ci?.:r.· -
tific approach mfgh.t reveal that 
tl!ere really sre alien v!sitor!Jg 
Earth. Do you beiieve there are? 

I .. ���J lf©U t' 'tCJ� . . . - . 

I YE.S, 72.7 �crcent. COPJMeNTS: "I've believed that 
since 1917" . . .  "How could anyone .think other .. 

I wise?" . . .  "There has to be other life somewhere in this , 
universe. I'd hate to think v;e're the best.,. . . "Hmv else can 

I you explain all the UFO sightings". • . "It's possible." I 

II NO, 27.3 poreent. cor;;����i:Jr:WT"': "If there are really i 
$\liens, why don't they just land and say hello, . . .  "And I'm i 
Mr. Spock" . . . "This guy is goofy" . . . "A NASA employe 
shouldn't lower himself to tui!') level.'' 
Sound of1 is a non..achmtific pnllintended to r;ive Fr�2 Press 
readers a chlL"lCe to express thelr opinions. Tod1y's percent· 
ages nre basC'd on approximntely 250 eallz. 
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